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This document outlines:

· What is COMSIS? 
· What data it contains

· How to access COMSIS and what support is available
· What are DNR rankings?
· How is the DNR Ranking generated?

· FNQ DNR data extracted: the currently available DNR rankings for the FNQ region

· Example of applying the DNR rankings in profiling/planning activities  

What is COMSIS? 

COMSIS - the Community Services Information System - provides a single comprehensive source of local, regional and state-wide data for over 200 datasets.   

COMSIS is a dynamic database which will be improved and updated over time as a result of additional or more recent data becoming available, successful negotiations with data custodians to release relevant data and feedback from the sector about their needs. 

What data it contains

Data topics in COMSIS include: demography, education, employment, family, housing, income, remoteness and disadvantage data – this data is presented in a format that makes analysis across the region and across the state much easier (than just using ABS).  

The database also contains and departmentally determined Disadvantage-Need-Risk (DNR) rankings (explained below).  

The currently available DNR rankings are: 

· DNR Rank: Homelessness (persons aged 12-19 years and males aged 45-65 years) (Number)

· DNR Rank: Volatile Substance Misuse Rank (persons aged 12-17 years) (Number)
· DNR Rank: Youth Homelessness Rank (persons aged 12-18 years) (Number)

· DNR Rank: Youth Justice Risk (persons aged 10-24 years) (Number)

· DNR Rank: Vulnerable Children and Families (persons aged 0-10 years) (Number)

· DNR Rank: Youth at risk of Unemployment (persons aged 17-24 years) (Number)   

A list of currently available data sets is available within the system.  
Regional profiles are also available.  
How to access COMSIS, and support available
COMSIS (the Community Services Information System) is now publically available for the NGO sector and government agencies etc through the DoC departmental external website http://www.communities.qld.gov.au/ (navigate to..…community services…COMSIS…Community Services Information System (COMSIS)…database…(now you need to login)).  An on-line tutorial supporting use of the system is contained within the system.  There is also an online support email: COMSIS_support@communities.qld.gov.au
What are DNR Rankings?
The Department of Communities develops disadvantage/need/risk (DNR) Rankings for populations and issues as part of matching human services to priority community needs - although regional data, validation and community capacity information are also essential to the process of identifying need. Validating these rankings with staff involved in service provision is essential to the appropriate use of the DNR Ranks.
Provision of the DNR Rankings through COMSIS presents the sector with access to the outputs of internal research and analysis, without incurring any of the costs associated with research and analysis activity; or, contravening current data agreements with other government agencies.

How is the DNR Ranking generated?
The methodology used by the Department of Communities to calculate a needs rank for SLAs across Queensland embodies the principles and limitations of modelling using synthetic estimation. An ordinal index or ‘DNR Ranking’ is calculated for each of the statistical local areas (SLA) making up Queensland, as defined by the 2006 Australian Standard Geographical Classification (ASGC). Each SLA is then ranked from highest to lowest based on its DNR rank. A key feature of the DNR Rank is its use of ‘sentinel’ indicators or the smallest set of indicators with the greatest predictive power, identified through multivariate analyses (see below). These indicators are developed from research and best-practice evidence of risk factors for particular issues or groups. The sentinel indicators have been, and will continue to be, developed in close collaboration with the Office for Economic and Social Research (OESR). 
The DNR rank is a composite of:
· Disadvantage: the Socio-Economic Index for Areas (SEIFA) Disadvantage scale, (recalculated so that higher SEIFA ranks represent greater disadvantage but SEIFA average and standard deviation measures are unaffected);

· Sentinel Indicators of Need such as births to mothers aged 15−19 years, and/or substantiated notifications in the case of identifying vulnerable children and families; and

· Risk or the proportion of the target population within the general population.

The final rank provides an indicative ordinal ranking of SLAs so that localities with a lower DNR rank are identified as having a higher need for support services than localities with higher DNR ranks. However, the ranks do not represent an absolute comparison of need (i.e. localities with a DNR rank twice as high as another locality is not necessarily twice as ‘needy’). Rather, this ranking provides an indication of need within relevant populations that can be checked against the local knowledge of regional staff. In constructing an ordinal index, the DNR Rank uses rate ratios to transform the SLA-level variables into a common measurement scale (dispersion about the state-wide mean).  
However, while the use of rate ratios is effective in identifying need, in practice, the at risk population numbers will always inform the nature of service response.
Data interpretation is a key element in working with data to produce DNR Rankings. In identifying, analysing and collating need data at small area level, special care must be taken in the use of some data. For example, a significant body of work produced over recent decades confirms that Indigenous people will be significantly over-represented in any measure of a social risk factor.  Simply including the proportion of Indigenous persons in an SLA as a sentinel indicator could, in some cases, lead to overemphasising the influence of Indigenous status in terms of ranking localities by need. 
When difficulty arises in relation to data interpretation, a qualitative assessment is made based on the advice and experience of local staff. In this way use of the DNR Ranks must be considered in conjunction with the regional intelligence about an area to best identify areas of need for a population or issue. The opportunity to capture this qualitative information occurs during regional validation of DNR Rankings. 

The indicators used in developing the DNR Rankings for populations and issues are in the table below:

	Indicators
	Homelessness


	Youth Homelessness
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	Youth Justice
	Youth unemployment
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	Average substantiated notifications of Child Protection for distinct persons per 1,000 persons aged 10-17 (2003 -2006) 
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	Child Protection Orders, persons aged 15 to 17 years, per 1,000 
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	Average births per 1,000 females aged 15-19 years (2000 – 2005) 
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	Couple parent families with children under 15 with both parents unemployed
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	Youth unemployment rate (persons aged 15-19) 2006
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	Average Secondary Homelessness (1996-2006)
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	Persons aged 17-24 years who did not complete Year 12 and are not in further training
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	Average supervised Youth Justice orders per 1,000 persons aged 10-17 years
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FNQ DNR data extracted (note: COMSIS only provides state-wide rankings – FNQ rankings have been computed)
	Region
	DNR STATEWIDE Rank: Homelessness (persons aged 12-19 years and males aged 45-65 years) (Number)
	DNR REGION Rank: Homelessness (persons aged 12-19 years and males aged 45-65 years) (Number)
	DNR STATEWIDE Rank: Volatile Substance Misuse Rank (persons aged 12-17 years) (Number)
	DNR REGION Rank: Volatile Substance Misuse Rank (persons aged 12-17 years) (Number)
	DNR STATEWIDE Rank: Youth Homelessness Rank (persons aged 12-18 years) (Number)
	DNR REGION Rank: Youth Homelessness Rank (persons aged 12-18 years) (Number)
	DNR STATEWIDE Rank: Youth Justice Risk (persons aged 10-24 years) (Number)
	DNR REGION Rank: Youth Justice Risk (persons aged 10-24 years) (Number)
	DNR STATEWIDE Rank: Vulnerable Children and Families (persons aged 0-10 years) (Number)
	DNR REGION Rank: Vulnerable Children and Families (persons aged 0-10 years) (Number)
	DNR Rank: STATEWIDE Youth at risk of Unemployment (persons aged 17-24 years) (Number)
	DNR REGION Rank: Youth at risk of Unemployment (persons aged 17-24 years) (Number)

	Far North Queensland
	n.a.
	n.a.
	n.a.
	n.a.
	n.a.
	n.a.
	n.a.
	n.a.
	n.a.
	n.a.
	n.a.
	n.a.

	  Atherton
	93
	43
	110
	42
	85
	39
	132
	42
	134
	41
	146
	14

	  Aurukun
	51
	35
	13
	9
	95
	42
	2
	1
	11
	7
	95
	7

	  Badu (IC)
	28
	18
	32
	27
	26
	16
	35
	25
	31
	25
	419
	34

	  Bamaga (IC)
	18
	10
	24
	20
	20
	12
	18
	10
	32
	26
	209
	20

	  Boigu (IC)
	38
	26
	28
	23
	38
	28
	31
	22
	23
	19
	416
	33

	  Cairns (C) - Barron
	118
	45
	198
	46
	131
	45
	220
	46
	245
	46
	98
	8

	  Cairns (C) - Central Suburbs
	86
	41
	53
	33
	94
	41
	52
	32
	55
	32
	17
	2

	  Cairns (C) - City
	61
	37
	181
	45
	72
	37
	207
	44
	302
	48
	138
	12

	  Cairns (C) - Mt Whitfield
	170
	47
	228
	47
	170
	47
	214
	45
	216
	45
	226
	21

	  Cairns (C) - Northern Suburbs
	172
	48
	249
	49
	195
	48
	316
	49
	325
	49
	174
	18

	  Cairns (C) - Pt B
	52
	36
	38
	32
	51
	34
	59
	33
	58
	33
	255
	24

	  Cairns (C) - Trinity
	148
	46
	89
	41
	165
	46
	82
	36
	83
	36
	13
	1

	  Cairns (C) - Western Suburbs
	279
	49
	248
	48
	258
	49
	270
	48
	273
	47
	167
	17

	  Cardwell
	88
	42
	78
	38
	96
	43
	102
	39
	117
	40
	150
	15

	  Cook (S)
	10
	5
	1
	1
	8
	5
	43
	31
	39
	31
	190
	19

	  Croydon
	2
	1
	88
	40
	2
	1
	106
	40
	93
	39
	71
	5

	  Dauan (IC)
	40
	28
	29
	24
	31
	21
	32
	23
	22
	18
	451
	47

	  Douglas (S)
	50
	34
	84
	39
	55
	35
	124
	41
	138
	42
	254
	23

	  Eacham
	99
	44
	148
	44
	90
	40
	200
	43
	202
	44
	272
	26

	  Erub (IC)
	37
	25
	31
	26
	37
	27
	33
	24
	28
	23
	154
	16

	  Etheridge
	32
	21
	115
	43
	41
	30
	222
	47
	191
	43
	378
	27

	  Hammond (IC)
	24
	15
	19
	15
	23
	14
	27
	18
	19
	15
	439
	42

	  Herberton
	31
	20
	57
	34
	30
	20
	84
	37
	86
	37
	101
	9

	Region
	DNR STATEWIDE Rank: Homelessness (persons aged 12-19 years and males aged 45-65 years) (Number)
	DNR REGION Rank: Homelessness (persons aged 12-19 years and males aged 45-65 years) (Number)
	DNR STATEWIDE Rank: Volatile Substance Misuse Rank (persons aged 12-17 years) (Number)
	DNR REGION Rank: Volatile Substance Misuse Rank (persons aged 12-17 years) (Number)
	DNR STATEWIDE Rank: Youth Homelessness Rank (persons aged 12-18 years) (Number)
	DNR REGION Rank: Youth Homelessness Rank (persons aged 12-18 years) (Number)
	DNR STATEWIDE Rank: Youth Justice Risk (persons aged 10-24 years) (Number)
	DNR REGION Rank: Youth Justice Risk (persons aged 10-24 years) (Number)
	DNR STATEWIDE Rank: Vulnerable Children and Families (persons aged 0-10 years) (Number)
	DNR REGION Rank: Vulnerable Children and Families (persons aged 0-10 years) (Number)
	DNR Rank: STATEWIDE Youth at risk of Unemployment (persons aged 17-24 years) (Number)
	DNR REGION Rank: Youth at risk of Unemployment (persons aged 17-24 years) (Number)

	  Hope Vale (AC)
	8
	4
	5
	4
	6
	3
	12
	6
	6
	4
	257
	25

	  Iama (IC)
	22
	13
	20
	16
	22
	13
	24
	15
	21
	17
	235
	22

	  Injinoo (AC)
	19
	11
	17
	13
	16
	9
	22
	13
	20
	16
	407
	31

	  Johnstone
	84
	40
	75
	37
	83
	38
	88
	38
	74
	35
	35
	3

	  Kowanyama (AC)
	27
	17
	7
	6
	35
	25
	7
	2
	3
	1
	394
	29

	  Kubin (IC)
	43
	31
	30
	25
	36
	26
	29
	20
	18
	14
	81
	6

	  Lockhart River (AC)
	7
	3
	6
	5
	7
	4
	10
	5
	9
	6
	112
	11

	  Mabuiag (IC)
	36
	24
	25
	21
	32
	22
	23
	14
	12
	8
	443
	44

	  Mapoon (AC)
	16
	8
	8
	7
	11
	8
	13
	7
	7
	5
	465
	49

	  Mareeba
	62
	38
	72
	36
	59
	36
	75
	35
	88
	38
	52
	4

	  Mer (IC)
	35
	23
	21
	17
	34
	24
	28
	19
	15
	11
	447
	46

	  Napranum (AC)
	6
	2
	4
	3
	5
	2
	8
	3
	5
	3
	402
	30

	  New Mapoon (AC)
	14
	7
	15
	11
	9
	6
	15
	8
	27
	22
	387
	28

	  Pormpuraaw (AC)
	42
	30
	9
	8
	43
	32
	9
	4
	4
	2
	446
	45

	  Poruma (IC)
	30
	19
	33
	28
	28
	18
	37
	27
	33
	27
	441
	43

	  Saibai (IC)
	39
	27
	26
	22
	29
	19
	30
	21
	17
	13
	436
	40

	  Seisia (IC)
	12
	6
	34
	29
	10
	7
	38
	28
	35
	28
	438
	41

	  St Pauls (IC)
	34
	22
	23
	19
	33
	23
	25
	16
	25
	21
	430
	38

	  Torres
	17
	9
	3
	2
	25
	15
	39
	29
	36
	29
	140
	13

	  Ugar (IC)
	21
	12
	14
	10
	17
	10
	26
	17
	24
	20
	428
	36

	  Umagico (AC)
	23
	14
	16
	12
	18
	11
	21
	12
	14
	10
	420
	35

	  Warraber (IC)
	26
	16
	18
	14
	27
	17
	20
	11
	13
	9
	412
	32

	  Weipa (T)
	75
	39
	65
	35
	118
	44
	61
	34
	60
	34
	457
	48

	  Wujal Wujal (AC)
	47
	33
	35
	30
	42
	31
	40
	30
	37
	30
	429
	37

	  Yarrabah (AC)
	45
	32
	22
	18
	44
	33
	17
	9
	16
	12
	111
	10

	  Yorke (IC)
	41
	29
	36
	31
	39
	29
	36
	26
	29
	24
	435
	39


Example of applying the DNR rankings in profiling/planning activities  
For the Cairns Trinity SLA (i.e. Cairns south): 

	Youth Justice Risk 
	· The SLA ranks within the 1st quintile (i.e. top 20%) of disadvantage/need/risk of entering the youth justice system across the state.  

· The Trinity SLA ranks 2nd highest in terms of likelihood of contact with the youth justice system, within the Cairns city area (Ellis Beach to Gordonvale).    

	Vulnerable children and families 


	· The SLA ranks within the 1st quintile (i.e. top 20%) of disadvantage/need/risk for vulnerable children and families across the state.  

· The Trinity SLA ranks 2nd highest for this indicator, within the Cairns city area (Ellis Beach to Gordonvale).    

	Youth at risk of unemployment 
	· The SLA ranks 13th (out of a total of 482) across the state in terms of disadvantage/need/risk of youth at risk of unemployment.  

	Homelessness 
	· The SLA ranks within the 2nd quintile (i.e. top 40%) of disadvantage/need/risk for homelessness across the state. 
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